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language of our forefathers, were implored to grant
honey, that is joy, food, happiness, we are not startled;
for we too know there are blessings proceeding from
all of them.

The first prayer that sounds really strange to us is
when they are implored to keep us from guilt. This
is clearly a later thought; nor need we suppose, be-
cause it comes from the Veda, that all we find there
belongs to one and the same period. Though the
Vedic hymns were collected about 1000 B.C., they
must have existed for a long time before they were
collected. There was ample time for the richest
growth, nor must we forget that individual genius,
such as finds expression in these hymns, frequently
anticipates by centuries the slow and steady advance
of the main body of the great army for the conquest
of truth.

We have advanced a considerable way, though the
steps which we had to take were simple and easy.
But now let us suppose that we could place ourselves
face to face with the poets of the Veda, even with
those who called the rivers mothers, and the sky
father, and who implored them to listen, and to free
them from guilt; what would they say, if we asked
them whether the rivers, and the mountains, and the
sky were their gods ? I believe they would not even
understand what we meant. It is as if we asked
children whether they considered men, horses, flies
and fishes as animals, or oaks and violets as vege-
tables. They would certainly answer, No; because

the senses are frequently called devas, also the pr&7aas, the vital
spirits. Devata too sometimes must be translated by a being; see
JSTMnd. Up. 6, 3, 2, seq.